


Dear Birth Parent

As we begin this journey, we want you to know that we
respect and admire the decision you have come to make. We
admire the strength it has taken to make an adoption plan
and to work with Forever Families Through Adoption. Ve
hope from our story that you can see the loving, stable and
happy environment we can provide your child Our
relationship is strong, happy, positive and Loving. Ve both
have strong moral values and our intention is to raise our
family this way. Ve are both very family-oriented people and
have a very strong wish for a family of our own. We chose
adoption to make this wish come true. We will raise your
child to grow up in a happy home, knowing not only our love,
but that their mother Loved them so much that she gifted
them to us to take care of.
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: Our names are David and Jelmer. We met on Jelmer's Birthday in an

lrish Pub in the Netherlands, which isn't a coincidence, since David is
Irish. From that moment we have been inseparable and not soon after
we met, David moved to The Netherlands. \Ve have been togehter for
6 years. We have have traveled the world. got married. bought our
home together and got our dog. Gizmo. Since we both have a very
strong wish for a family of our own, we decided together to adopt. We
want to give your child everything they need. Ve bought our home in a
small village in the eastern part of the Netherlands, close to Jelmer's
family, The country-life and quietness really suits our persenalities and
to us it's the perfect combination to raise our family. \Ve are very happy
and are intending to stay here forever.
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Jelmer about David

L
As soon as we met. | knew he was something special. David is kind. :; "
armg and very loyaL Ue has a great sense of humor and I.ms Jelng fun iy
cause David

: grew up Loving Christmas with his family. He lmles spending ﬂme with

friends and will do anything for the ones he loves. Traveling and
exploring the world are very important to him, which makes us a perfect
match. Lle is very family oriented and has fit into my family very well
David is honest, open and not afraid to make a fool of himself. Ue works
for a large International Fashion Retailer. Because of his job we have
been able to travel to many different countries. Ueisa people person.
David is sweet and kind in everything he does and really values our time
together. | could not picture a more loving person to raise a child with.
David will make sure your child is brought up in a world where fairytales

come true and is Loved beyond belief,

"Muckross Uouse Ireland. summer holiday 2019"




Jelmer

\

|

f

e

fc.

<

—_

i'LUaI.iday NYC 206"

'E)ummer holiday
Ireland 2019

-
’

"Wedding 6th of May 2017"

David about Jelmer

Jelmer has a smile that melts my heart. Ue is Loving, kind,
open and honest and really wears his heart on his sleeve.
Family and friends are important to him, Le always makes
time for his loved ones and will go above and beyond for
them. Jelmer balances me out perfectly. My favorite part
of the day is coming home to him. | Love that he works in
Fashion Retail as well. which gives us a Lot to talk about
and also gives us a better understanding of eachother.
Before we met | thought people Like Jelmer only existed
in movies. | can't imagine anyone sweeter or more caring to
raise your baby. Jelmer will make a fantastic father. e
makes me a better person every day. Ue is someone who
lights up every room he walks into. Jelmer gives 100% to
everything he does, and makes the best out of every
situation, his positivity is contagious.
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Gizmo is a very sweet and loyal dog.
Ue follows us around wherever we go.
Le Loves his walks through the fields
and by the waters surrounding our
home. Ue Loves his family and is very
good with kids and other dogs.
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Family
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David's family Lives in Ireland. e are all very close and spend a Lot of
time on the phone and skyping one another. We make the most of our
holidays together and make sure we see eachother as often as we can.
David Lost his mom to cancer a few months after our wedding. One of
his proudest moments is her walking him down the aisle. Family comes
first for all of them and they all take really good care of one ansther.
David's family can't wait to welcome your child into their 'Clann', as
they call 'Family' in Irish. Nichola, David's sister, can't wait to meet her
future Godchild and visit and spoil them with Love.
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Jelmer's family lives in the next village, about 10
minutes by car. Jelmer is very close with his parents
and meets up with his mum whenever he can to go
for lunch or a walk with the dog. Jelmer has one
brother, who has two daughters, ages 7 and 3, who
can't wait to come over and play all togehter at
their favorite uncles’. We regularly meet up with his
grandmother as well, whether it is just for a coffee
and a chat, or for dinner, Jelmer's parents can't wait
» "Uanging up a birdshousel to welcome your child and to go on day trips and
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Ve got married in 'Wasteel
Duurstede’ which is one of the
oldest  castles in  The
Netherlands. ALl our loved ones
traveled to this fairytale town to
celebrate our day with us. Lalf of
our guests came from Ireland, so
all the hotels were completely
bookedl Cverything was perfect.
It was the most beautiful day.

"With our nephew and niecesf;
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Things we love to do

Ve love to go to concerts, and dine out for
dinner. We like to get outside and explore some
of the beautiful cities or landscapes the
Netherlands has to offer, since David is from
Ireland it is nice to show him all the nice places.
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Friends

Our friends are such an
important part of our life
Most are now alse married
and starting their families. We
can't wait to spend time
together with all of the
children playing and making
memories. We have many
childhood friends that we are
still very close with. Ve
enjoy weekends away together
and keep in touch all the time.
They all can't wait for us to
become dads and to play a
part in your childs life.
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In 2016 we bought and renovated
our beautiful home. Our house was
built in 1865 and is full of
character. We have lots of room for
your child to grow and play. In the
summer we spend a Lot of time in our
safe gated garden having barbeques
and relaxing, in the winter we love to
stay inside by the fire, cozy and
warm. Our friends and family love to
come over for food or stay with us

for weekends.
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We live in a small village in the east of The Netherlands, ¢==wm "
surrounded by farms and countryside. We have plenty of Local {;F he Lake that is a fhm :
shops, restaurants and schools within walking distance. Qur /2L f'”m our home

community is very close and everybody looks out for
eachother. Your child will grow up with many friends Living in
our street and we will make sure that they spend a lot of
time outdoors enjoying the nature and playing games. Our
neighbors are very supportive and can't wait for all the
children to grow up together. Our village is very beautiful and
during the summer a lot of tourists come to enjoy the nature
and relax here, as do we.
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The Netherlands and some of our traditions

The photo above shows what our neigbhours did for our wedding. They put an
arch with handmade paper roses in front of our front door. On the arch is a
sign with our names on it as well. We hang the Dutch flag on 2 days a year
which are Kingsday and Liberation Day. We got married the day after
liberation Day, so it was still up. The photo underneath is a 2-minute walk
from our house and shows a traditional boat. made in our hometown. used
back in the day for transport of goods. In the summers nowadays it is a
tourist attraction and alse sails daily for the schoolchildren of the many
schools to learn about the history of the village.

Every year there is a Christmas Market
on the townsquare, where local shops
sell their goods and the whole town
comes together for hot chocolate and
typical Dutch patries called ‘oliebollen'.
Every year we get a christmas ornament
made there. The photo on the bottom is
from the yearly picknic of many American
adopted children here in the Netherland,
which we will hopefully attend anually
with your child.









